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| will 0 15 . me EY the 
Evil Doers? Or, who will ſtand up 4 
je againſt the Worksrs of bay > 


\HESE are the Words of Holy 
David, a Perſon, (one would 
think) who had Power and Ay- 
thority enough, as a King, and! 

cient Zeal and good Diſpoſition, as tile 


| * mme: 


after God's own Heart, to ſuppress 


juſt ee to guard them from 
ca 


lift ap thy ſelf, thou Fudge of the Earth, rn 
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Immorality and Vice, to reſtrain wit 
due Bounds evil Doers and the Workers 
Iniquity, to invigorate the Execution 


ments que Yeysr Vet through this w. 
Pfalm we find him, as if ſenſible of his 
Impotence to ft&m:the impetuous Tide 
Wickedneſs, to withſtand alone the Deſi 
of impious Men, imploring the Tuſtic 
God, che Protection of the Almighty, Vi 
O Lord God, to whom Vengeance belongeth 
God, to whom Vengeance belongeth, ſhew thy 


Reward to the Proud, . And alſo calling for 
Aſſiſtance of al good Men in the Word 
my Text: Who will riſe up with me againi 


Indeed after the manner the Text is 
preſſed, it ſęems , as if he expected Aid 
Help in this neceſſary Work of Reformat 
from very few; there is a manifeſt De 
implied in the Expreſſton, Whether any 
would. aſſiſt him. The Pſalmiſt, infla 
with: a holy Zeal for God's Honcur, and 
Extirpation of Impiety, ſeems to look ro 
him, whether he could ſpy; enen a fi 
Perſon, who had Caurage enough to rik 
with him againſt faſhionable Sins, who d 
joia with him, ſtand by him, againſt” 
numerous Army of Evil doers; who, we 
body reprove Vice, however , univeri 
ſpreading, however patronized and cnc 


* 
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„„ 


ed; who would oppoſe not only his good 
ample, and the Luftre of vertuous Acti- 
s, but alſo the Force of righteous Laws, 
{ the Rigour of Puniſhments, againſt the 
orkers of Iniquity, EO 

Now, whether this Pſalm and my Text 
o be underſtood of the Church alone, or 
the Church and State together; whether 
evil Doers and Workers of Taiquity men- 
med, be the Heathen and Infidel without, 
 atheiſtical and impious 1/raelites within, 
ſcarce worth determining, ſince moſt pro- 

bly it may be meant of all. And this is 

ntainly imply'd, that in a corrupt, dege- 

erate Age, it is the indiſpenſable Duty of 
ery good Man, every good Patriot and 
ue Servant to God and the Government, 
) riſe up againſt evil Doers of all Sorts; to 
nite their Force, and ſtand by one another 
gorouſly and boldly, in ſuppreſſing Wick- 
neſs, in executing the Laws, in ſupport- 


Wit 
ers 


pon, and the Peace and Welfare of their 
ountry, Which can never proſper without 
ue Regard to the former. e 


. 


— 


vectrine: of my Text, I will, N 14-7 


Hirt, Enquire briefly into the Circum: 


does not now at leaſt need as many 


g ſtrenuouſiy the Honour of God and Re- 
Now in order to explain and enforce this 


| Rances of the Age we live in; and wie- 
ther the Cauſe of God and Religion 


Friends 
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Friends to ſtand up for it againſt tl 
. Workers of Iniquity, as in the Pſalmiſ 
1 % VRok „ 
Secondly, I will ſhew (ſuppoſing the C 
to be alike) how much it is the Dy 
of every one to put his Hand to th 
neceſſary good Work; and hoy t 
may beſt be done. +08 
_ Laſtly, I will demonſtrate it to be in: 
_ eſpecial Manner the Duty of the M 
giſtrate. 5 


— 


And Firſt, To enquire briefly into the Ci 
cumſtances of the Age we live in; and whe 
ther the Cauſe of God and Religion doe 
not now at leaſt need as many Friends t 
ſtand up againſt the Workers of Iniquity, as if 
the Pfanne 
We find through this whole P/alz a mo 
| melancholy, deplorable Account of thi 
ſpreading Growth of Sin among the Peop| 
of Iſrael, Wickedneſs then ſeems to hav 
been triumphant, and at the Height: Ly 
how long ( fays David) ſhall the Wicked, ho 
long ſhall the Ungodly triumph? Sin was nt 
longer the Work of Darkneſs, -Tranſgreſſor 
were got above the Fear of Shame and Laws 
How long ſhall they utter and ſpeak hard Thing 
and all the Workers of Iniquity boaſt themſelves! 
They break in Pieces thy People, O Lord, and «Wo 
flict thine Heritage: They flay the Widow «nos 
Stranger, and murder the Fatherleſs; they gue 
8 ſhen⸗ 
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ſelves together againſt the Soul of the Riche 
uw, and condemn the innocent Blood. They 
ere advanced (it ſeems) into Places of 
wer and Profic ; they were in a Condition 
oppreſs the. Vertvous, to endvavour to 
icpare Piety, and «cſtabliſh Sin; nay, they 
| thrown off all Reverence to the God of 


t th 
mill 
Ca 
Dut 
) th 
F'y 
heiſm, or ſomewhat like it. Tec they ſap, 
Lord ſhall nos jee, neither - ſhall the God of 
wh regard it, They even hoped, by cheir 
fluence and Authority, to gain a Dominion, 


N 7 


Ci. Shall che Throne of Iniquity have Tellonſpip 
i W thee, which frameth Miſchief by a Law © 
do Theſe indeed were deſperate, depiorable 


r ftrifter Laws of Chriſtian Purity, our 
ater Light of the Goipel, our more pow- 


maul Strengths and Aſſiſtances of divine 
th race, and clearer Views ot eternal Rewards 
* d Puniſhments) can we truly fay, that 


r Circumſtances are not rather worſe? It 
ould be an ungrateful, as well as moſt 
Iplcaſant Task, to be obliged to rake among 


e ſeveral Ordures of Sin, which are too ſa- 
[oWiliac among us; the Corruption of our 
1 eſent Age is but too evident to need a 
"800? Have not we too a Seit of Men, 
bo employ the Wit and Underſtanding 
ad has given them, chiefly to undermine 
7 5 eternal Being, and ridicule his holy At- 
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oh, had advanced to the Impudence of 
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kind of Legiſlature for Wickedneſs: Ver. 


rcumſtances, and yet ( notwithitanding 


tributes ? 
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to a unruly Paſſion and Appetite, a 
the Buſineſs, the Entertainment, not only 


Order of Men ; for when Vices are beco | 
Grace of God, and Force of Laws) v 


jury, Malice, Envy, and Uncharitableneſs 


theſe Evils from corrupt humane Nature 
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tributes? Pride, Worldly-mindedneſs, II Nc 


temperance, Uncleanneſs, the giving a Loo ron 
onfc 
del, 
Pra 
ut 
oft 


the great and powerful, but almoſt of eve 


honourable and exemplary, there is no o 
ſo mean and little, (unleſs reſtrained by t 


will not endeavour to be in the Faſhion, 

If we proceed to the Duties towards 0 
Neighbour, what a Deluge of Inſincerit 
Knavery, Cheating, Lying, Swearing, Pe 


all Kinds, ſeems to have overwhelmed t 
Age we live in, and to have broken doy 
all the Banks and Fences, which Chriſtianit 
had carefully raiſed and fixed, to keep 0 


Are not Cheating and Lying reckon'd tou 
commonly a Part of the Trade Men learn de 
and to manage a premeditated Knavery WM 
artfully, as to eſcape the Penalties of temp h 
ral Laws, is a Triumph of Skill, and tof*n 
often counted a very fair and allowable M 
„„ oo vet 

Juſtice between Man and Man, is »! 
longer a rigorous rendting to every one his 
Due, but rather a wary Fencing againſt e 
gal Puniſhments; a cautious Method of op" 
preſſing others, and yet avoiding the La 3 


and Severity of Civil Laws: And the com 
ihe * *. 


i 
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1 Notion of Honeſty is taken now-a-Days, 


onformity to the Rules of Duty or the 
jel, but rather from a Want of groſs, 
practices, and barefaced Knavery. 

ut I have dwelt too long in illuſtrating 
oſt melancholy, and yet very evident 
th, III Principles do of Courſe beget 
orality, an Ungovernableneſs of wild 
jons and Appetites; from whence na- 


h ſpring Tumults, Seditions, Rebellions, 
ritt Innovations of all kinds; and theſe 
Pei out much Foreſight) portend the utter 


ne of ſuch a People. | 


tio this preſent allowed State of hu- 
ow: Pravity, muſt needs ſenſibly affect all 


ou; and muſt prompt them to look out 
ure Redreſs, to apply every where for an 


arn WM not wanting (I am fatisfy*d) in their 
ry Wit Prayers to God for this; and God 
po his Part ſufficiently, in allowing us the 
to eßts of his Word, ' Sacraments, and Ho- 


pprit; but if under ſuch fructifying 


s en,; if we diſhonour the Profeſſion 
e hs holy Name and Doctrine, by Impie- 
1ſt of all Sorts; by Fraud and Violence, 
fon bood and Oppreſſion; God will alſo as 


comte on us all the terrible Woes denoun- 


mog „ eee ed. 


fom the Obligations of Conſcience, and 


n, who are in any Degree thoughtſul and 


ual Reformation. The good and pious 


vence, Men will bring forth only Briars 


anly do his other Part of Juſtice, he will 


[ 
1 
1 
[ 
"a 
W 4 
5 
05 
"4 
1 
4 : 
* 
Y * 
* 
* 
* 
» 
WM 
A 
1,4 
; 
on 
0 of 
» '4 
1 
1 
1 4 
f! 
F 
2 
% 
4.4 
4 
* 
* 
” 
% - 
1 
F 
+ 
77 2 
Y 
- 
& 4 
1 
1 
b 
0 | 
4? 


— Ihr 


IS A 
* 


un" — 3 — 3 

— We. S 

.. en a a — 
— - — : y 


8 A Sermon Preached to the Societies 


tributes? Pride, Worldly-mindedneſs, 1h N 
temperance, Uncleanneſs, the giving a Lo tot 
to every unruly Paſſion and Appetite, a 
- the Buſineſs, the Entertainment, not only 
the great and powerful, but almoſt of eve 
Order of Men; for when Vices are beco 
honourable and exemplary, there is no 0 
ſo mean and little, (unleſs reſtrained by 
Grace of God, and Force of Laws) wh 
will nor endeavour to be in the Faſhion, | 

If we proceed to the Duties towards 0 
Neighbour, what a Deluge of TInfincerity 
Knavery, Cheating, Lying, Swearing, Pe 
jury, Malice, Envy, and Uncharitablenek « 
all Kinds, ſeems to have overwhelmed th 
Age we live in, and to have broken doy 
all the Banks and Fences, which Chriſtianit 
had carefully raiſed and fixed, to keep 0 
theſe Evils from corrupt humane Nature 
Are not Cheating and Lying reckon'd to 
commonly a Part of the Trade Men learn 
and to manage a premeditated Knavery | 
artfully, as to eſcape the Penalties of temp 
ral Laws, is a Triumph of Skill, and to 
ofren counted a very fair and allowable Me 
1 ( 

Juſtice between Man and Man, is nt 
longer a rigorous rendting to every one hi 
Due, but rather a wary Fencing againſt le 
gal Puniſhments; a cautious Method of op 
preſſing others, and yet avoiding the La 
and Severity of Civil Laws: And the com 
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I Notion of Honeſty is taken now-a-Days, 

o rom the Obligations of Conſcience, and 
aMonformity to the Rules of Duty or the 
el, but rather from a Want of groſs, 
vel practices, and barefaced Knavery. 


oſt melancholy, and yet very evident 


ons and Appetites; from whence na- 


oh ſpring Tumults, Seditions, Rebellions, 

ritt Innovations of all kinds; and theſe 
Pei hout much Foreſight) portend the utter 
Mae of ſuch a People. 


low this preſent allowed State of hu- 
e Pravity, muſt needs ſenſibly affect all 
, who are in any Degree thoughtſul and 
vs; and muſt prompt them to look out 


ure Redreſs, to apply every where for an 
to tua Reformation. The good and pious 


et Prayers to God for this; and God 
po his Part ſufficiently, in allowing us the 
cof<iits of his Word, Sacraments, and Ho- 


Spirit; but if under ſuch fructifying 


e bis holy Name and Doctrine, by Impie- 
t EMof all Sorts, by Fraud and Violence, 
oh bod and Oppreſſion; God will alſo as 
La ginly do his other Part of Juſtice, he will 


conte on us all the terrible Woes denoun- 


ut I have dwelt too long in illuſtrating 


ith, III Principles do of Courſe beget 
orality, an Ungovernableneſs of wild 


not wanting (I am ſatisfy'd) in their 


vence, Men will bring forth only Briars | 
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of Chriſt, to the Honour of God, to his 
ligion and his Soul) to put his Hand te 


in this, nothing could be more eaſy ; | 
only every one's ſetting ſeriouſly to re 
| himſelf, and the Work is effeckually 


fill their Minds, and they ſeldom lod 
wards Futurity. - Now, there is a tht 


may be called a natural one) is Repent 


1s Coercion and Puniſhment, Wecanno 


FA A 
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ced againſt Sinners: He will take away 
Hedge of this fruitleſ Vineyard, and break ; 
the Wall thereof; he will ſuffer it to be devy 
and laid waſte. 

It is the Duty therefore of every one, 
he values the Peace and Welfare of 
Country, as he wiſhes well to the Ch 


neceſſary Work of Reſormation; which 


The Second Thing I propoſed to diſe 
on; and to ſhew you how this may he 
done. EE 1 
Indeed, if all Men would heartily con 


/ 


But they who are chiefly concerned, 
not uſually wrought upon by Perſut 
and rational Arguments; they are unacy 
ed with ſober Thinking, and care n 
draw Conſequences. Preſent Enjoy 


Medicine, or. Cure of Sin; one, ( 
another, which is the federal one, is t 
tisfaction and Merits of our Bleſſed 8 


and the third, which is the political Wor 


tend to cure the Sins of other Men by 


* 


oO 1 N 
* 


» 
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he two former Methods; for tho? we may 
wade them to Repentance, yet the Sin- 
ty thereof muſt beleft to their own Hearts; 
the Application of Chriſt's meritorious 
ferings, to their own Minds and Conſcien- 


way 
ab | 


4 


One; 

of; but in this third way, every Man may 
ChE uſeful to his Brother, and is bound to be 
hi Phyſician. It is a wiſe Maxim of the 
J te then Moraliſts, That 4 good Man is a per- | 


ty the governing Powers; yet he is made ſo 
God and Nature : that is, a good Man can- 
t but be a Friend and Patron to good 
ws; his Love to Vertue and the pub- 


Good will not ſuffer him to be uncon- 
; ned, when he ſees them broken and con- 
» ned. If it be ſo with a good honeſt Hea- 
ly WW", how much more zealouſly active ought 
gehe good Chriſtian to be? It ſeems al- 
r\uWlt impoſſible that ſuch a one ſhould hear 
ac bear with Indifference, that the Con- 
e as of Truth, the Offices of Morality and 
joW''gion, thoſe Duties wherein God's Ho- 
loo ur and the common Welfare, nay, the 
thrWomon Salvation, are ſo nearly. concerned, 
„old be broken and neglected. without a 
centWMoper Animadverſion. We all. conclude, 
's tt he wants Compaſſion, and fins againſt 
| Sale Laws of Humanity, who will. ſuffer the 
al or to periſh, for want of Relief: But if 


noo periſhing of Souls be of greater moment 


ben the periſhing of Bodies; I am ſure he 


B 2 has 


1d Magiſtrate ; and that, tho" he be not made 
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has leſs Compaſſion, and ſins more apa 
the Law of Humanity, who will {j 
good Manners to be run down for wan 
aſſerting them. I do not fay that e 
good Chriſtian ſhould rife up, like Phi 
and execute Judgment : but this we may 
that every good Chriſtian ought to ha 
juſt Regard to the Ends of publick Juſ 
which are the Reſtraint of Vice, and 
Maintenance of good Manners; and t 
he is bound to promote thoſe Ends by 
_ prudential Methods and due Afiſtan 
ſuch as ſeaſonable Admonitions, Applica 
to Magiſtrates and Perſons in Auth 
and Proſecution of obſtinate Criminals, 

Let every one of us thus reaſon with h 
ſelf; If I am privy to any treaſonable De 
againſt my Prince; if T know of 1 
Perſons conſpiring againſt his Interel 
Government, I am bound in Duty to d 
ver it; *tis downright Treaſon not ii 
rouſly to proſecute ſuch Offenders: and 
the Honour of my God and his holy [1 
of leſs weight with me? Shall J ſee Peri 
daily entring into Leagues and Conſpin 
againſt him, without taking Notice of 
3 ſcandalous Sin is direct Treaſon 
gainſt the Almighty, and he that cond! 
it, makes himſelf thereby in ſome meal 
an Accomplice; we cannot approve 0 
ſelves good Subjects to our Heavenly N 
unleſs we zealouſly aſſert the Obedel 


(| 


MW for Reformation of Manners. 13 
to Him, and his Commands. We 
d therefore, on all proper Occaſions 
fy our Diſlike of every Thing that has 
aſt Tincture of Impiety; We ſhould 
lutely check the Confidence of wicked 
, and by ſuch an open and honeſt Op- 
ion, oblige Sin to ſneak, and hide it 
we ſhould ſupport and advance Ver- 
and Piety by the ſame Arts and Me. 
I, by which ill Men endeavour to pro- 
te Wickedneſs; ( fas eff & ab hoſte 
.) Are they induſtrious to inſtil wick- 
Principles, to ſpread about Books and 
phlets which undermine Religion and 
iltianity? And ſhall not we as earneſtly 
d for the Faith once delivered to the 
ts, and as actively diſperſe Medicines 
ſt ſuch Poyſons? Do they contrive to 
and oppreſs by Calumnies and ill Arts 
Men, vigilant Magiſtrates, and faith- 
iniſters? And ſhall not we unite as 
ply to encourage, vindicate, ſupport, 
Ponour ſuch? Do they labour to divide 
mbroil us? We ought at leaſt to be as 
us to follow after thoſe Things that make 
eace, and Love, and Unity, Every one 
by theſe Methods ſupport the Cauſe 
ertue, and fight againſt Vice; may 
then the Magiſtrate's Hands, and con- 
im in his juſt Reſolutions. 5 
the xixth of Leviticus, God has given 
Precept among other judicial Laws, 
as 
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lancholy Signature of a profligate, dex 


be ſo 


Meaſure bound to this Duty, and 


tiouſly; but alas! their Exhortations 
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as that which has a moſt direct Influ 
upon the Affairs of publick Juſtice, 
Thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy Nejght 


and not ſuffer Sin upon him. The CH. 
1s given generally to all; but there de 
ſneaking vicious Modeſty and unm e 
Cowardice in reproving Vice, which WH" 
vails and ſpeaks much more universe 
While the Wicked are bold to Sin, and MM" 
mit evil Actions without Bluſhing, WE" 
good Men be afraid or aſhamed to rep od 
them? There are Sinners, who would”; 
hear their Friend or their Prince ah 
without a juſt Reſentment ; and ſhall ON" 
ſtians then ſee God affronted, his ee 
trampled on, our Holy Religion ridic E 

| | 


without riſing up againſt ſuch evil D 


and acting as Duty, Conſcience, and (F** 


tude do oblige? It is a very ill Criſis, 4 


rate Age, when Mens Religion com 

Pathful, fo very modeſt, that 
will not rebuke Sin, for Fear (forſootl 
invading the Preacher's Office; as if i 
pure Officiouſneſs in them, and ex 
the Meaſures of their Obligation. 
"The Clergy indeed are in the hi 


unto them if they diſcharge it not con 


Cenſures, after once Men have waſted 
Conſciences, or taken a looſe ver 


for Reformation of Manners. 15 
ncies of Behaviour, become the moſt 
nlable Things in the World; and 'tis 


e, e 4 

joh of the crying Sins we complain of, that 
E great Endeavours of this Age are, to 
re er the Miniſtry contemptible and un- 


ceable, by malicious Slanders, and other 


1 ethods; to extinguiſh all Reverence for 
ven Perſons and Office; and by pernicious 
rr, to defeat the Power and Efficacy of 


ir Doctrine. How weak was the Voice 
dd Eli, and how incompetent to reſtrain 


f. Hphni and Phineas, when he cryed, Why 
abr [ach Things? Nay, my Sons, for it is no 
11 (8 Report that I hear of ho Now the 
Nee of a Clergman in his higheſt Elevati- 
diy barce amounts to be louder than this; 
| D it it be exalted with the Thunder of 


ds Threatnings, yet it will be eaſily 
temned by a hardy Sinner: the Power of 
: Miniſter is no more than Perſwaſion, 


| not often be perſwaded, there is need 


jon, when forced, are nothing Worth; 
at is begun in Force, may end in Choice; 
at is begun 1a Fear, may end in Love; 
bo without Force and Fear perhaps it 
Jud never have begun. But ſuppoſing 


on 2 | 
ons the State of Choice and Love: yet ſtill 
fed i Good would follow, that good Men 
onde endeavoured, and done their P arts; 


t ſtubborn. Nature, obſtinate W ickedneſs, 


Force, and ſay not, that Vertue and Re- 


it Vertue thus forced, ſhould never arrive 


ang 
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and it is no ſmall Advantage to the 0 
mon Cauſe of. Vertue, that Men can Wr a 
brought to be at leaſt good Hypocrites, 
know the Paſtor's exemplary Care 4 
Circumſpection is always highly neceſſ 
but ſtill this is a Means inſufficient to 
form; for where Senſe and Appetite com 
_ govern more than Confcience, there he ſr 
is armed with Puniſhments and Correct 
is the moſt edifying Man. 

To ſay how ineffectual the Cenſures 
the Church are towards this Purpoſe, i 
bring under your Conſideration a depl( 
ble Scandal: who would care for be 
turned- out of the Church of thoſe, 
ſeem careleſs whether they are ever in 
and as for the farther Proceſs in that 

we have ſeen enough of its meland 
Conſequences, to endeavour to profec 
that ſucceſsleſs Merhod, _ 

So that the publick Wifh, the v 
Drift of my Text, being for Reformatio 
Manners, and every one being obliged 
only the Clergy, but all Men in their { 
ral Stations,) to riſe up againſt evil De 
we mult chiefly exhort the Magiſtrates tc 
this neceſſary Work effectually perform 
and this brings me to the 

Third Thing propoſed, viz. To dem 
ſtrate it in an eſpecial Manner to be 
Duty of the Magiſtrate, 


— 


1 
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00 And in Order to this, I ſhall lay it down 
r a Principle, that the ſpreading Growth 


an 

e, vice and Corruption in any Age pro- 
eds chiefly from Impunity; the wile 
ei mon tells us fo. in Eccles. viii. 11. Becauſe 


mence againſt an evil Work is not executed 


mH, therefore the Heart of the Sons of 
ie ir 15, fully ſet iu them to do Evil. With- 
edi t Sin, there would have been no need 


any Coercive Government, no need of 
ws aſſerted with Penal Sanctions, and 


ts, Vice has made all theſe Things ne- 
ſary, in order to its own Reſtraint and 
ure. Now as Society (in its preſent State 
Corruption) cannot ſubſiſt without Go- 
ment, ſo neither can Government ſub- 
t without Peace, nor Peace without Ho. 
ty, nor Honeſty without Godlineſs; there 
an abſolute neceſſary Connexion and mu- 


une Dependance of theſe one upon ano- 
ation; not oaly Tumults and Rebellions 
ed (Wiroy the Peace of Government, but eve- 
ir private Crime, if encouraged by Impu- 
Dol", pulls a Stone out of the Fabrick, and 
5 tofWiders it looſe and weak. Neither can 


no Kind of Vice but what in Effect is 
m embroil at Home, by invading Rights, 


d grounding Animoſities, or gathering 
Das. Factions; 


—_— K — — * 


rced with Priſons, Whips, and Gib- 


ace ſubſiſt without Honeſty ; for there 


Enemy to publick Peace; ſome of 
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purely ſelfiſh, and regardleſs of the comm 
Welfare; theſe are all the Poyſons 


_ deſtructive, if propagate 
Impunity. Neither can Honeſty ub 


— SE 


be the indiſpenſable Duty of Magiſtrat 
_ ceſsful the proper Care of Magliſirat 


ſhew you from an Inſtance, which m 
have been frequently obſerved, dra 


_ commendable for their Vertues, than 
reſt of their Neighbours; indeed they | 
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. Or Ns * 


f 


Factions; others expoſe to Enemies fro 
Abroad, ſuch as Sloth, and Luxury, an 
Idleneſs, by enervating Mens Bodies, 
effeminating their Minds, or rendring thet 


Government, and muft prove mortal a 
by Licenſe 


without Piety; for humane Laws and t 
Fear of them can only bind the outwa 
Man, but when the inward Man, that 
the Conſcience, is bound by the Power 
Religion to good Behaviour, the Publi 
needs no farther Security; becauſe Occ 
on when offered will not tempt ſuch 
Man to tranſgreſs. Now Peace, Honell 
and Godlineſs, being the three chief BI 
ſings of Government and Society, it m 


to preſerve them. And how happily ſi 
may be to advance theſe Bleſſings, I 


J. 
The firſt Colony of Men, who gave! 
ginning to that Empire, were not me 


from the old Roman Government, Heath 


notlll 
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s, that they put themſelves under Go- 
ernment, With a firm Reſolution to ob- 
rye whatever their Princes and their 
ws {ſhould require from them. From 
is bare Principle, they grew to be the 
reſt Inſtance that ever was in the World, 


d elevated by the ſimple Aſſiſtance of 
od Inſtitution and ſtrict Diſcipline. 

As to civil Peace, to ſhew how inviola- 
ly it was preſerved among them, take 
is ſingle Inſtance ; that although they 
ere a People martial and brave to Admi- 
tion, yet they eſteemed it infamous to 


ach Dent a Fellow Citizen; inſomuch that 
nel ing was a Way of Satisfaction per- 
ay ſcandalous among the Old Romans; 
d when the Point of Honour engaged 
ay of them to reſent an Indignity, the 
= ly Challenge was, to ſhew who was the 


les of their Country. 


| 2 

mu 45 to Honeſty and Vertue, they were to 
jau Proverb exemplary; to ſpeak and act 
each re Romano, was taken in common Style, 


s ſignifying to ſpeak and act with the 
an, moſt fairly and ſin- 
rely, Ry" ue," "yy 


thing commendable in them but only 


w far humane Nature may be improved 


ayeſt and beſt Man againſt the Ene- 


Gig: So 


vl 
i 
55 
94 
4 
* 
F! 
*. 
1 * 
Na 
4 
. 
- 
4 
Wa 
i; 
71 
5 4 
WY 
4 
$4 
i U 
— 1 


A IEEE. 2” : 


2 > — —U— 8 e 3 — — _ wy — — — > : * Pts = y —— \ 
ee — — at <a r * . a 8 k 
* -_ 


r ( 


—— 
1 


— 1 SG 


Se 


. 


would not fail to do it, (as we read) th 
at a Time, when they themſelves we 


* 

43 4 
4-16 
115 
* 

: 
* 
[ * 
'S fy g 
ti vis 
Fr 
Ly 
ls 7 
LY I 1 
| w 
j 


20 A Sermon Preached to the Sacietie; 


' So remarkable was their Juſtice, th 
almoſt all the World appealed to their 4 
bitration. | 

So ſtrict were they in the Obſervation 
their Treaties and Promiſes, that havig 
ftipulated to ſend Succours to their All 
upon Occaſion, and when demanded, the 


beſieged. „ 1 

So wonderful was their Conjugal Ly 
and Chaſtity, that a Divorce was not hear 
of at Rome in 500 Years, though ther 
was nothing to reſtrain it bat only thi 


Conſideration, that it would be look'd on af t 
an Ac of ill Famer ©; 1 t 
I might ſay the like of their Love Mes. 
their Country, their Induſtry, Temperanc N 
and Parcimony ; and at the ſame Tint 
they had ſuch an abſolute Contempt of al 
diſhoneſt Gain, that deſigning ill Men count. 
not find Room for their Bribes among a 
them; their chief Aim being univerſae 
not private, but publick Good; and thug, 
Glory, (as one of their Generals ſaid) not er. 
much to be rich, as to govern and command 
ſuch as were fo. „ lk 
Ia the mean time, the Source and BondiWar 
of all theſe ſocial Vertues, was their (tu 
dious Regard to Religion; ſuch as Mme 


their ſecond King had with great Care 
5 ; planted 
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ated and fixed among them ; and ſuch 
Regard they had to the Sincerity of 
gion, (however wrong in it ſelf, or 


on Wſiken) that while any Man was obſerved 
win ive looſely, viciouſly, or prophanely, he 
Al onder a civil Excommunication; for 


Kc. prohibited all ſuch from joyning 
the publick Worſhip, till they could 
ng Teſtimony of their better Behavi- 
t; and ſuch an entire Veneration did 


fate Men ſhewed much more Concern 


their own Houſes, Families, or For- 


ow this glorious Advance both of 
Ing eue and Piety among them, proceeded 
fn the direct Influence of the Govern- 
ouch, which had provided Laws extending 
non all Inſtances of good Manners; and for 
fal efence to theſe Laws, enforcing Indu- 
the, and regulating Expence; and for a 
ot ardian to all the reſt, the firſt Law in 
1200Fir Tables was, Divos caſtè adeunto; that 


let Men worſhip the Gods with Tem- 


zona nce of Body and Purity of Mind. 
ſtu hr were theſe Laws left to a bare Pro- 
ungation, but they were reverenced by a 
Care _— _ formal 


Law of the 12 Tables, Impius ne aude- 


y pay to their reputed Gods, that in 
Diſtreſs of Siege, and Fear of Pillaging, 


their Temples and their Images, than 
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: gorous Execution. 


Rome they took ſpecial Care to have 


grave, honeſt, and active Men, and { 
Mien took a vigilant Inſpection into 


provided this Caution; 7s ordo vitio can 
Cæteris ſpecimen eſto. Let that Order 
Men be of unſtained Probity, and Ex 
ples of that vertuous Behaviour . 
they require from others. On which Cl 
makes this Reflection; If that be obſery 


— IO 


22 4 Sermon Preached to the & ocieties 


formal Inſtitution, . and aRuated by a 


And yet the Happineſs ef their State 
not owe it ſelf quite ſo much to th 
Laws as to their Magiſtrates. Moſt 
their Laws were borrowed from the 4 
nians, who were ſatyrically ſaid to h 
been wiſe in making them, but Fools in | 
obſerving them; and therefore at anci 


Execution of their Laws committed 


publick Manners. 
Concerning which Magiſtrates, their I 


we have all we can wiſh. Nay, to d o 
Magiſtrates from any the leaſt Negletiſfer! 
the Execution of their Charge, they wile: 
obliged ro juſtifie their Adminiſtration Wc 
the publick Cenſors. 1 0 eli 
Thus were the great Bleſſings of Pe If 
Godlineſs, and Honeſty, planted and ra 
bliſned in that Common- Wealth, tor WF c 


veral Centuries, by the pure Wiſdom ne 
che Government, exerting it ſelf throats 
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a MW Care and Diligence of the Magiſtrates: 
xd now can we contemplate the State 
{Manners of that People, without ſeeing 
| Occaſion to reproach the Gencrality 
our preſent Age, which, although Chri- 
n, and under the Influence of greater 
gt, ſtronger Obligations, Encourage- 
nts, and Aſſiſtances, does yet fall ſo fat 
rt of their common Vertue, and run to a 
ſoluteneſs, miſchievous both to the Pub- 
kand to particular Perſons, ſuch as Hea- 
en Rome for many Ages neither admitted 
o 5 

A Conſideration fit to humble and to 
We. % aro vo 
The Wiſdom of our Government has 
de a ſufficient Proviſion of good Laws 
ainſt all Sorts of Vices and Crimes; not 
ly againſt Felonies, Murders, Treaſons, 
rplaries, Batteries, and the like, Which 
uſually proſecuted : but likewiſe againſt 7 
other Immoralities, which are as uſually 4 
erlooked ; againſt Idleneſs, Debauchery, 

yaring, Prophaneneſs, Neglect of Divine 

ces, and all blaſphemous Opinions in 
!!. wee I, 

If Laws alone could do the Work, none 


| el tainly were needful but thoſe of Chriſt : 3 
for WF could ſimple Sanctions enforce Laws, : 
Mm Wine can be ſo moving as the two eternal ; 


rotes of Heaven and Hell; but wicked. 
. Men j 
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no more than they are by the Penal 
of temporal Laws, if they be not duly 


apply in the Words of my Text, Whz 
riſe up with me againſt the evil Doers? T 
are the Men ſhe expects ſhould ſtand 
for her againſt the Workers of Iniqu 
This is the very Buſineſs for which th 


Magiſtracy, to execute Wrath upon him t| 


Rom. xili. 3, 4. Without the Magiſtrat 
diligently diſcharging their Duties, all 0 


| Medicines, well prepared, but lock'd u 
while the Diſeaſe ſpreads and reigns | 


ries of Idleneſs, Debauchery, and Pr 
phaneneſs? Here it is, in ſuch Nurſerie 
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Men deſpiſe thoſe Laws, and are 
frightned by their Sanctions, whoſe Exe 
tion appears to them ſo remote and diſt; 


ecuted. St ie 
 *Tis to Perſons in the Magiſtracy the 
fore chiefly, that Vertue and Religion 


are appointed, and the very End of thi 


doth Evil. To be a error to evil Dn 


wholſome Laws are like a Box of precio 


want of due Application. The Judges! 
deed and their Aſſizes are neceſſary a 
molt uſeful, but utterly nnable to come 
the Root of this Evil; for to what Purpc 
of Reformation is the cutting off ſome k 
ſignal, overgrown - Weeds; while fu 
Multitudes gre ftill increaſing in the Nur 


that Vice is to be ſuppreſſed ; and 9 
8 5 Crimi 


"9 e,% Ty 
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ntfs 


- Wines mercifully prevented, by due Anim- 
EXE yerſion upon the leſſer ones, upon the 
* | Buddings of them in their remoter 
„ 1 e 
ly Tis for you of the Magiſtracy, (whether 


periour or ſubordinate, all of every De- 
e, to whom the Execution of our Laws 
in any Meaſure committed) *tis for you 
pray in our Liturgy, that ye may have 
race to execute Juſtice, and to maintain 
wh; that ye may truly and indifferently 
mſter Juſtice, to the Puniſhment of Wicked- 
ſs and Vice, and to the Maintenance of God's 
we Religion and Vertue. And what we 


* at pray ye may do, give us Leave alſo 
N "Wraclily to pray and beſeech you effectually 
"WW ©: Lend your beſt Aſſiſtance to this 
„ue of Vertue and Religion, which is 
1, d's Service, your Charge, and every 
1 an's Bleſſing. 5 


You are able to ſerve Vertue in its 
hole Latitude, becauſe the Laws have 
ade every Vice obnoxious to your Cen- 
te; all great and formal Crimes have 
ar Puniſhments aſſigned; and all ſmaller 


" iſdemeanours are ſubmitted to your 

; M'cretion ; Inſomuch that the very firſt 

Jur CE | | . 
eds of Crimes, whether they appear in 


azineſs, Swearing, Lying, Contumely, or 
ly other Kind of offenſive Behaviour, may 
and in jyſt Awe of your Authority; and 
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among the People. 


Contempt of Divine Worſhip, no bold P. 
fanation of the Lord's Name or De 
Which are Crimes that neceſſarily hard: 


In Ads of Violence and flagrant Injuſt 
and awakened: by the Complaints of tho 


_ Godlineſs and Vertue, as much crimi 


— 
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it is not {imply from Puniſhments, (pecu 


Your very Frowns and Rebukes, and 
the other Hand, your Countenance 3 
Favour, reſpectively and judiciouſly dif 
buted, and joyned with your exempla 
Steadineſs, will do the greateſt Part of t 
Work. For a regular vertuous Exam 
carries Magiſtracy in it ſelf; and he th 
lives moſt Chriſtianly, is undoubtedly t 
beſt Juſticiary ; He gives the beſt Aſſiſtan 
to publick Juſtice, and cures moſt Crim 

Religion alſo implores your Care, th 
there be no Mockers of holy Things, . 


Mens Conſciences, and take off all A 
and Refpect of Duty from their Mind 


the Magiſtrate, were he never fo flothl 
in his Duty, will be ſure to be called upd 


who ſuffer ; but in the mean time, there 
an infinite Number of other Acts agall 


in themſelves, as much. miſchievous tot 
Publick, and as much prohibited by 
Laws, as th: former, which yet too uſual 

** ee ll 
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6 without either Complaint or Aven- 


What! Is a Violation of the known 
; of God, in Intemperance, Profaneneſs, 
u, Uncharitableneſs, and the like, to be 
rely conniv'd at, overlooked by the Ma- 
hate; becauſe (forſooth) they are not 
nt the expreſs Letter of ſome Statute ? 
ll a Breach of the Peace of the Goſpel 
eſteemed leſs criminal, than an ordinary 
ach of the Peace? Will you bind 'Men 
good Behaviour for Quarrelling in a 
nken Fit, and take no Notice of the 
mperance, Malice, lewd Talk and 
hs, which too commonly preceeded and 
edit? Indeed were the Seeds of wick- 
Actions hetimes cruſhed by the careful 
lance of Magiſtrates: Were the Houſes 
Correction more diligently attended to, 
more plentifully ſtock d, and petty 
mes (the Forerunners of greater Ex- 


i eaacies) there ſeverely puniſhed, our 
pales would probably be much emptier, 
no Exccutions leſs frequent, and Honeſty, 


gion, and Vertue, the publick Peace and 
ſperity of our Country, more effectually 
dagated and eſtabliſhed, 4 


ny Magiſtrates did ſeriouſly reflect, that 
mu {uſtain the Perſon of God, and act for | 
al, (for ſo they are told in 2 Chron. xix. 6, 


| heed what ye do, for qe judge not for 
02 Men, 


— 2 
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Men, but for the Lord,) Then certainly tea 
would make it their chief Buſineſs to (ffi! 
port Religion and Vertue, to combat Vi. 
in all its Branches, to puniſh impartiaMTh 
whatever God hates, (ſo fays Holy Day: 
Do not ] hate them, O Lord, that hate iD 
And am not I grieved with them that riſe Woli 
againſt thee ? ] hate them with perfect Hue! 
I count them mine Enemies, Pſalm cxxxix. WM th 
22.) and to cheriſh and reward what Meg 
commands and loves; to expreſs a pai 
cular Zeal for the Service of his Chu d 
and its Miniſters, che Promotion of ee. 
Kingdom, and the Deſtruction of Sin alfifs 1 
all his Enemies; and to this End vo nl 
conſult as frequently at leaſt the Boo bei 
God's Laws, the Holy Scriptures, as Ws [ 
Statute Book; They would think cbt 
ſelves obliged not only to be juſt, bur H 
and couragious in doing. Juſtice ; to be Miſh 
gilant and active in enquiring into ad 
Matters of their Charge: In Offences i de 
happen between Man and Man, it i 7 
onal and fit to ſtay for a Compla, a 
becauſe the offended Party 1s fo much er 
Friend to himfelf, that he will be ſure et & 
to complain, or to forgive: But in Offen ur 
wherein God and Piety are barely d. 
cerned, there, be the Facts never fo nod 
rious, 'tis poſſibls the Complaints mii; 
be none at all; and then is the pig 
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y thifWlcafion for all good Men to ſhew their 
to fal for God's Service, in the Puniſhment 
r ALT 
artiaWl This in a great Meaſure is in the 


Duty it is, and the Charge given them 
bolies it, to enquire into all Crimes, as 
dl againſt God, Religion, and Vertue, 
the Peace; and to accuſe and preſent 


eguilty, in Order to due Puniſhment, = 
pal A faithful Magiſtrate ſhould not fo much 
hu deliberate, whether he would rather 
of We fcared or loved; for he that chuſes either, 
in as given himſelf a Byaſs, that may cer- 


nly pervert him; he ought to have no 
her Proſpect than ſimply that of doing 
Duty; and he who does ſo, may be 
ntented with what will follow; for he 
all be feared by the Wicked, as he thould 
ih to be; and he ſhall be loved by God 
d good Men, which is all the Love that 
deſirable. 3 | 
'Tis a noble Work that I admoniſh you 
and the Incitement is no leſs ſo, which 
ers it ſelf to you from the Conſcieace 
ſerving God, from the Glory of ſerving 
ur Country, and from the Satisfaction 
doing your Duty, and ſerving your ſelves; 
d I am abundantly coaviaced by the 
ally viſible Progreſs made in the Reforma- 
*, Manners, of the active and W 

a ili 


wer of Grand Juries, whoſe indiſpenſav- 


** 
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Diligence and Zeal of all the worthy pe 
ſons concerned in this excellent Deſign, 
But give me leave, laſtly, to offer 0 
further Argument to quicken us all ftren 
ouſly to perform the Duty required in 
Text; and that is from a ſerious Conſide 
tion of our preſent political Circumſtat 
8 5 
God has lately mercifully reſcued us 
a freſh Deliverance out of the Hands ( 
our cruel rebellious Enemies, and has ther 
by (tis to be hoped) more firmly eſt; 
bliſhed our happy Conſtitution in Chur 
and State, and the Throne of our mo 
gracious Sovereign, in the Preſervation ( 
whom, and his illuſtrious Houſe, al! our 8 
curities are bound up. May we not hu 
bly preſume, that not only the Righteout 
neſs of our Cauſe, the Juſtice of Almight 
God, the ſeaſonable active Zeal of our Pa 
lia ment, the Bravery and unſhaken Lo 
alty of his Majeſty's Commanders, Soldiers 
and other faithful Subjects, contributed 
this Succeſs : But in a great Meaſure allo 
that the Endeavours of excellent Chriſtian 
and pious Perſons, that holy Spirit of Z« 
diffuſed throughout the Kingdom, toward 
the Suppreſſion of ſcandalous Immoralities 
and the Promotion of Religion and Ve 
tue, might be highly inſtrumental in avert 
ing that heavy Judgment, and rey 
5s each 
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ace and Tranquillity to our troubled 
irs And what an Encouragement 
n ought this to be to you, to continue 
h glorious Endeavours, to quicken your 
pence, and to inſpire freſh Courage 
| Reſolution in the Purſuit of this great 
ork of Reformation? . - 
ks we deſire therefore God's Protection 
| Favour to our Country and Govern- 
nt, and that he would graciouſly heal 
| unite our preſent unhappy Diviſions ; 
t us never hereafter provoke the Lord 
Hoſts to deſert our Cauſe, by deſerting 
and his Laws, by conſpiring alt 
with his and our profeſſed Enemies. 
ery impenitent wicked Man, let him pre- 
d never fo great Loyalty, is in ſome Senſe 
[raitor as well againſt the King, as God; 
5 actually treat with our Iavaders, and 
Diſaffected among us, furniſnes them with 


— , 


munition to Aght 0 Us, and is infa- 
ully guilty of thebaſeſt Deſertiqn. Let not our 
elormed Lives belie our ſolethn Thankſ- 
ngs for repeated Deliverances, for the 
If Experiences of God's ſpecial Care of us. 
let every one of us, in our reſpective 
ons, contribute our Aſſiſtance, by our 
yers, by our exemplary Lives, by our A- 
dment and growing better under Mer- 
and Bleſſings, and by our zealous Pro- 
mon of Vice and Impiety; fo may we 

e aſſured- 


Is 1 


» $7 het 


32 A Sermon Preached to the Societies. & 


7 — 122 


2 
5 
« 


aſſuredly promiſe our ſelves Peace, Prg 
Aion and Succeſs here, and eternal H. 
pineſs hereafter ; which God of his inf 
Mercy grant, to whom be aſcribed | 
Honour, Power, and Glory, both now z 
for ever. Amen. 1 b 
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al The Two and Twentieth 


ÞCCOUNT 


OF T HE 
PROGRESS made in the 


Dies 5 of London & Weſtminſter, 
And Places adjacent, I 


BY THE 


ciETI1ES for Promoting 
(Reformation of Manners ; 5 


urthering the Execution of the LAWS 
ginft Profaneneſs and Immorality, and 


ther Chriſtian Methods. 


HE faid SOCIETIES have, in 
Purſuance of their Deſign, from Fg 


6, Proſecuted divers ſorts of Offenders,viz. 


[Lewd and Diſorderly Practices 1665 N 
Keeping of Bawdy and Diſor-; 
derly Houſes, (whereof nonep 
within the City of London)—d. 
| Keeping Gaming Houſes 8 
Exerciſing their Trades or 0 Fa 

21 


nary Callings on the Lord' 
Day —.—— — 
| Protane — and C urſing— 102 
Drunkenneſs . —— 14 
A 1 8 


of December 1715, to the Firſt of December 


(2) 


F Impiety and Debauchery had 
on ſpreading and increaſing among 
for the laſt Seven and Twenty Tears, at 
_ prodigious rate as they did for many 
before, we had aſſuredly been one of 
moſt profligate Nations in the Chrif 
World; and that under the cleareſt ] 
and greateſt Advantages for'the knowing 
practiſing our Duty, of almoſt any « 
Nation, which muſt, probably, have red 
us to a very miſerable Condition long be 
now; but by the Bleſſing of Goo upon 
various Endeavours of the Societies 
ſeveral Sorts, for Promoting Religion 
Reformation of Manners, a wonderful C 
| hath been given to the Prevalency of 
molt ſcandalous Vices, and, in many Ini 
| ces, a viſible Reformation has enſued, 
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Tut Reaſonableneſs of uniting in Soci 
for the more efftQtual carrying on a V 
of this Nature, need not be further proj 
after what has been ſaid with fo much! 
vantage upon that Subject in the Ann 
Reformation Sermons ; as alfo by the Excel 
Author of the Whole Duty of Man, who, 
his Treatife of the Cauſes of the Decay of (i 
ſtian Piety, hath this remarkable Paſſage: 
Scandal, faith he, brought upon Religion, . 
was not contratted by the Irregularities of om 
tro Perſons, but by aſſociated and common Crim 
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(3) 
ther will it be removed by a few ſingle and 
ife Reformations. There mut be Combina- 
and public Confederacies in Virtue, to 
we and counterpoiſe thoſe of Vice, or ſhe will 
recover that Honour, which ſhe acquired 


general Piety of her Profe ſſorr. 


HN Ks be to GOD, many ſuch Com- 
tions and publick Conſederacies are now 
ing, who make it a great Part of their 


© "Whicular Offenders. En 
5. HE Societies for Reformation of Manners 


eminently of that Number; and the 
ulnefs of ſuch Confederacies is viſible 
tn what has been actually brought about 

eans of the ſaid Societies, beyond what 
d have been hoped for from any private 
ſezvours. Multirudes, for Twenty Tears 
paſt, have been proſecuted, and puniſhed 
ding to Law, for lewd and ſcandalous 
Wices, Great Numbers of Bawdy-Houſ- 
and other Diſorderly Houſes, have been 


1 refſed and {hut up, and the Streets were 

o much purged from the wretched Tribe 

0 ght. walling Proſtitutes and moſt deteſt able 
„es. Many young Men, taken with 


d Women, have, by their being brought 
mely Shame and Puniſhment, been diſ- 
aged and turned (as we have Reaſon to 
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Reverend the Biſhops, and other Em 


(4) 


hope) from following ſuch ſinful Co 


which often cauſe them to defraud 


Parents, Maſters, Oc. and bring them 
to utter Ruin. Moreover, many Thouſa 
Books have been diſperſed by theſe 800 


throughout the Kingdom, and put int 
Hands of lewd and prophane Perſon 
awaken them to a Senſe of their Sing, 
theſe various Methods, many Perſons 
by the Bleſſing of G O D, been broug 


a a Senſe of their Sin and Danger; and 
they have at firſt been exaſperated a 
the Inſtruments of awakening them o 
_ their dreadful Lethargy, and ſtopping 
in their ſinful Courſes; . yet have after 


bleſſed G O D for their Recovery, and 


heartily thankful to thoſe, who have 
ſerviceable to them therein. 


Tus Undertaking, begun by 2 


few Perſons, has mightily ſpread it ſel 


only in Great Britain, but in Foreign 


And the great Good which, by 6. 
Bleſſing, has been done by the faid } 
ties, has very much animated their E 
vours. They have likewife been encou 
by feveral Royal Proclamations, Orde 


Seſſions, Preſentments of Grand. Juriesi 
ny Counties in Euglaud; by the Lord-) 


and Court of Aldermen of the Ci 
Lozdon; by many Sermons of thc 


et 


Di 


| CofiDivines, preach'd to the Societies, and pub- 
zud Hiſh'd thoughout the Kingdom; and by the 
hemWVritings of other learned Men; as alſo by 
ouſathe ſolemn Approbation of a conſiderable 


© 800 
t int 
ſon! 


Number of Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
nd the Honourable Judges of Exgland and 
r:land, and the Commiſſioners of ſeveral Pro- 


Sins eſtant Churches. 1 5 5 
„„ 8 
Droudl Ir muſt be confeſſed, That Profaneneſs 
and gad Debauchery do ſtill too much abound ; 
ed act it cannot be deny'd, but that they are 


em 0 
ping 
aſter 
and 
have 


formed, in their various Branches, to a 
ery remarkable Degree; from whence 'tis 
ident, that ſince this Work has had ſuch 
onſiderable Succeſs, notwithſtanding the 
any and great Difficulties it has ſtruggled 

th, much greater Advances might have 
been expected, had there been a more ge- 


Orders amongſt us, in proportion to the 


eign Nreatneſs of the Concern. 

Fai W 1! :osr therefore that have a juſt Zeal 
eir EHrthe Honour of GOD and Religion; who 
>ncoutlire to prevent the Spreading of the Le- 
Orde rolie of Sin; who are unwilling to have 


tir Children, and other Relations, or their 
ends and Servants, corrupted by ill Ex- 
mples and wicked Allurements: Thoſe 
Nat lincerely wiſh well to thoſe excellent and 
petul Nurſeries of Piety and good Man- 
1 ee Heat * ners, 


ral and hearty Concurrence of Perſons of 


„„ Lo 
ners, the CHAR IT- SCHO OLS; ant 
would be heartily grieved to fee th 
Chriſtian Inſtruction and pious Edueatig 
that Children receive therein miſcarn 
through prevailing open Temptations 
Wickedneſs : Thoſe, laſtly, who have ar 
due Love to their Country, and would pre 
vent a National Guilt, and thereby ke 
off National Judgments, cannot poſſibly, of 
would think, but heartily approve and aſſi 
this Uſeful Deſign for Suppreſſing Profanene 

JJ NEE 


No , whereas ſome have moſt malic 
dodully inſinuated, That it is not Ref 
mation Which is intended, but t 
getting of Money from the Del 
quents; and by ſuch baſe and vi 

| Reports, have impos'd on ſome ver 
well-meaning People. It is hereb 
declared to the World, That ſuch 
Charge upon theſe Societies is al 
ſolutely falſe.' It is allow'd, thi 
there have been ſome baſe and wick 
Perſons, (not engag'd, or in the la 
concerned in the Societies for Relo 
mation of Manners) who have © 
torted Money from Offenders, an 
ſometimes from honeſt Men. B 
all ſuch Practices are utterly deteſte 
by theſe Societies, (who, it is we 
known, have ſtrictly enquired A 
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„„ 
ſuch Perſons, and when diſcover'd, 
have brought them to Puniſhment) 
nor do they know or believe, that 
any engaged in theſe Societies are 
chargeable therewith. And to pre- 
vent, as much as is poſſible, all Suſ- 
picion of a mercenary Deſign or 
Principle, in any that act in the Buſi- 
neſs of Reformation, the GENTLEMEN 
concern'd have all along recommend- 
ed it, and indeed inſiſted upon it 
with thoſe of the Societies, who have 
given Informations againſt Vice or Pro- 
faneneſs, that they ſhould never re- 
ceive that Part of the Penalty which 
the Law allows the Informer ; and 
it has not come to their Knowledge, in 
upwards of Twenty Tears time, that any 
one Perſon of thoſe Societies have ated 
otherwiſe, However, if at any Time 
hereafter it ſhould happen, that any 
Perſon or Perſons, concerned in any 
of the Societies for Promoting Refor-. 
mation of Manners, ſhould be chargeable 
with any of the evil Practices before- 
mentioned, or even with taking the 
_ Reward which the Law allows them, 
it is humbly requeſted of all that are 
heartily concerned for the Intereſt of 

| Religion, that they will give them 
Notice thereof. „„ 
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